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Commissioner for Patents 

Reply Examiner's Answer 
This is in response to the reply brief filed on January 25, 2006. 

In the reply brief, applicant alleges that the Examiner incorrectly states that there has been no known related appeal which may 
have a bearing on the Board's decision in the instant appeal. The examiner would like to point out that applicant's appeal brief filed 
August 25, 2005 specifically stated "there are no know related appeals and/or interferences" and that applicant is in the better position 
to state whether a related appeal which may have a bearing on the Board's decision at the time the appeal brief was filed. 
As to the outcome of the other application (10/404,975) after filing an appeal brief, the examiner would like to point out that the 
examiner voluntarily reopened prosecution to provide a more concise Office action and to further improve for purposes of appeal. 
Further, the examiner would like to point out that the instant application is going forward after an appeal conference was conducted 
and point out that the instant application and the '975 application are independent and distinct one from the other. 
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